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THE GREATEST THINGHE WORLD

THOUGH | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not lave, |
become as a sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though | havgifthef
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge;taadgh | have all fal,
so that | could remove mountains, and have not LO\&n nothing. And though |
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and thoulggive my body to be burned, and
have not Love, it profiteth me nothing.

Love suffereth long, and is kind;

Love envieth nat

Love vaunteth not itself is not puffed up,

Doth not behave itself unseemly,

Seeketh not her own,

Is not easily provoked,

Thinketh no evil;

Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;

Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeththihgs, endureth althings.

Love never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fdiether there be
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledgeshdll vanish away. For we
know in part, and we prophesy in part. But whignat which is perfect is come, then that
which is in part shall be doreevay. When | was a child, | spake as a child, | understood
as a child, thought as a child: but when | became a man, | put away childish things. For
now we see through a glass, darkly; bbéh face to face: now | know part; but then

shall I know even as also | am known. And now abideth fagpe, Love, these three;
but the greatest of these is Lowel Cor. xiii.




THE GRETEST THING IN THE WORLD

EVERY one has asked himself the great question of antiquity as of the nvoolédn What is
the summum bonum the supreme good? You have life before y@unce only you can live it.
What is the noblest object of desire, the supregié to covet?

We have been accustomed to be told that the greatest thing in the religiaukl is Faith. That

great word has been the kayote for centuries of thepopular religion; and we have easily

learned to look upon it as the greatetting in theworld. Well, we are wrong. If we have been

told that, we maymiss the mark. | have taken you, in the chapter which | have just read, to
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And it is not prejudice. A man is apt to recommend to others his own sfpong. Love was not
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Nor is this letter to the Corinthians peculiar in singling out love asstemum bonum. The
masterpieces of Qfstianity are agreed aboutit. Peté&rF @ 43X a! 020S I ff (GKAYy 332
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ever think what he meant by that? In those days men were working flessage to Heaven by

keeping the Ten Commandments, and the hundred andaidier commandments which they

had manufactured out of them. Christ saidyill show you a more simelway. If you do one

thing, you will do thesdéaundred and ten things, without ever thinking about them. If you love,

you will unconsciously fulfil the whole law. And you can readily seeydmrselves how that
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seven to dedicate more exclusively to the object ofdifection? Love would fulfil all these laws

regarding God. And so, if Heved Man, you would never think of telling him to honour his

father and mother. He could not do anything else. It would be preposterous to tell iomto

kill. You could only insult him if you suggested that he shouldstesl -.how could he steal

from those he loved? It would be superfluoustieg him not to bear falswitness against his

neighbour. If he loved him would be the last thing he would do. And you would never dream

of urging himnot to covet what his neighbours had. He would rather they possessed it than
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Now Paul had learned that; and in this noble eulogy he has given us thewoasterful and
original accountextant of the summum bonum. We may divideintto three parts. In the
beginning of the short chapter, we have Lowentrasted; in the heart of it, we have Love
analysed; towards the end weave Love defended as the supreme gift.

THE CONTRAST

PAUL begins by contrasting Love with other things that men in thosetdayght much of. |
shall not attempt to go over those things in detdiheir inferiority is already obvious.

He contrasts it wth eloquence. And what a noble gift it is, the powerptdying upon the souls
and wills of men, and rousing them to lofty purposey R K2f & RSSR&a® t | dz
the tongues of men and ddngels, and have not love, | am become as soundiagshror a
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emotion, the hollowness, the unaccountable unpersuasivenesslogfuence behind which lies
no Love.

He contrasts it with prophecy. He contrasts it with neygs. He contrast# with faith. He
contrasts it with charity. Why is Love greater than faiB&cause the end is greater than the
means. And why is it greater thararity? Because the whole is greater than the part. Love is
greater thanfaith, becausehe end is greater than the means. What is the use of hafarl?

It is to connect the soul with God. And what is the object@inecting man with God? That he
may become like God. But God is Love. Hdraih, the means, is in order to Love, the end.
Love, therefore, obviouslys greater than faith. It is greater than charity, again, because the
wholeis greater than a part. Charity is only a little bit of Love, one ofrthamerable avenues

of Love, and there may even be, and there is, a gdeal ofcharity without Love. It is a very
easy thing to toss a copper tobeeggar on the street; it is generally an easier thing than not to
do it. YetLove is just as often in the withholding. We purchase relief from ymapathetic
feelings roused by the spdctOf S 2 F YA & S NI It Is too dhéégbtoo @raPLias NI &
us, and often too dear for the beggdf.we really loved him we would either do more for him,
or less.

Then Paul contrasts it with sacrifice and martyrdom. And | beg the bdled of would-be
missionaries and | have the honour to call some of youhy name for the first time to
remember that though you give your bodies t® burned, and have not Love, it profits
nothingt nothing! You can takeothing greater to the heathen world thathe impress and
reflection of theLove of God upon your own character. That is the universal language. It will
take you years to speak in Chinese, or in the dialects of India. Frordatheou land, that
language of Love, understood by all, will be pourioigh its unconscious eloguence. It is the
man who is the missionary, it it his words. His character is his message. In the heart of
Africa, amonghe great Lakes, | have come across black men and women who remembered the
only white man they ever saleforet David Livingstone; and as you crossfoaisteps in that
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ago. They could not understand him; lbey felt the Love that beat in his heart. Take into your

new sphere ofabour, where you also mean to lay down your life, that simple charm yaod

lifework must succeed. You cdake nothing greater, you need taltess. It ismot worth while

going if you take anything less. You ntalge every accomplishment,ou may be braced for

every sacrifice; but if yogive your body to be burned, and have not Love, it will profit you and

the cause of Christ nothing.

THE ANALYSIS

AFTER contrasting Lovetmwthese things, Paul, in three verses, very shgirtes us an amazing
analysis of what this supreme thing is. | ask yolotk at it. It is a compound thing, he tells us.
It is like light. As yolhave seen a man of science take a beam of light and ipalseough a
crystal prism, as you have seen it come out on the other side of the gmisken up into its
component colours red, and blue, and yellow, and violethd orange, and all the colours of
the rainbowt so Paul passes this thingpve, through themagnificent prism of his inspired
intellect, and it come®ut on the other side broken up into its elements. And in these few
words wehave what one might call the Spectrum of Love, the analysis of Love.oitlbserve
what its elements are? Will you nioe that they have commonames; that they are virtues
which we hear about every day; that they atgngs which can be practised by every man in
every place in life; and hovby a multitude of small things and ordinary virtues, the supreme
thing, thesumnmum bonum, is made up?

The Spectrum of Love has nine ingredients:

Patience G[ 20S &adzFFSNBGK f2y3oé
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Generosity G[ 29SS SY@ASGK y2(d¢
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Unselfishness G{SS1TSUK y20 KSNI 20y d¢

Good Temper GLa y2i SlLairfte LINRPO21SR®E
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Sincerity GwS22A0SUK y20 AYYAVKEBdzh BBz K@ dzi NE



Patience; kindness; generosity; humility; courtesy; unsietfess; goodemper; guilelessness;
sincerityt these make up the supreme gift, the statuoé the perfect man. You will observe
that all are in relation to men, irelation to life, in relation to the known tday and the near
to-morrow, and not to the unkown eternity. We hear much of love to God; Christ spokech

of love to man. We make a great deal of peace with heaven; Christ madé of peace on
earth. Religion is not a strange or added thing, but thepiration of the secular life, the
breathing ofan eternal spirit throughhis temporal world. The supreme thing, in short, is not a
thing at all, butthe giving of a further finish to the multitudinous words and acts wietke up
the sum of every common day.

There is no time to do more than make aspiang note upon each of thegegredients. Love is
Patience. This is the normal attitude of Love; Lpassive, Love waiting to begin; not in a hurry;
calm; ready to do its worlwvhen the summons comes, but meantime wearing the ornament of
a meek andquiet spirit. Love suffers long; beareth all things; believeth all thilggeth all
things. For Love understands, and therefore waits.
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thingst in merely doing kindHings? Run over it witthat in view and you will find that He

spent a great proportion of His timgmply in making people happy, in doing good turns to
people. There is onlgne thing greater than happiness in the world, and that is holiness; and it

is ot in our keeping; but what God has put in our power is the happinessasie about us,

and that is largely to be secured by our being kind to them.
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much the world needs it. How easily itdene. How instantaneously it acts. How infallibly it is
remembered. Howsuperabundantly it pays itself backor there is no debtor inhe world so
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And hope and fear,
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Where Love is, God is. He that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God. GodeisTherefore love.

Without distinction, without calculation, withouprocrastination, loveLavish it upon the poor,

where it is very easyespecially upon the rich, who often need it most; most of all upon our
equals, where it is very difficult, and for whom perhaps we each do leastl.oThere is a



difference between trying to please and gig pleasure Givpleasure. Lose no chance of giving
pleasure. For that is the ceaseless ambnymous triumph of a truly loving spirit.
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kindness that | can show #my human being, let me doriow. Let me not defer it or neglect it,
for | shall not pass thisway3 | A y ®¢
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a good work you will find other men doing the samedkai work, and probably doing it better.

Envy them not. Envy is a feelingilbwill to those who are in the same line as ourselves, a spirit

of covetousness and detraction. How little Christian work even is a proteetgainst un

Christian feeling. Thahost despicable of all the unworthy moodsKk A OK  Of 2dzR |/ KN&
assuredly waits for us on the thresholdefery work, unless we are fortified with this grace of
magnanimity. Only onéhing truly need the Christian envy, the large, rich, geneusd which
GSYOASGIK y20d¢

And then, after having learned all that, you have to learn this furtherg, Humility to put a

seal upon your lips and forget what you have doAéer you have been kind, after Love has

stolen forth into the world andlone ts beautiful work, go back into the shade again and say

nothing aboutit Love hides even from itself. Love waives even&dif i A & F | OvaunRtf & & [ 2 ¢
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The fifth ingredient is a somewhat strange one to find in this summuonui: Courtesy. This is
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has been defined as love in trifl&Sourtesy is said to be love in little things. And the one secret

of politeness is to love. Loveannot behave itself unseemly. You can put thest untutored

person into the highest society, and if they have a resemblove in their heart, they will not

behave themselves unseemly. Thagply cannot do it. Carlyle said of Robert Burns that there

was no truer gentleman in Europe than the ploughmaoet. It was because he loved
everything the mouse, and the daisy, and all the things, great and sthall, God had made.

So with this simple passport he could mingle with aogiety, and enter courtsral palaces

from his little cottage onthebankd ¥ (G KS ! @ NP | 2dz {y286 GKS YSI YAy
It means a gentlenam a man who does things gently, with love. And that is the whole art and
mystery of it. The gentleman cannot in the nature of t/sndo an ungentlean ungentlemanly

thing. The urgentle soul, the inconsiderate, unsympathetiature cannot do anything else.

G[ 29SS R20GK y20 0SKI@S AGaStF dzyaSSyf e ¢

lyaSt FAAKYSaad a[20S aSS{TSOK vy 2 lwhighSsNierdvd.y ¢ h o
In Britain the Englishman is devoted, and rightly, torights. But there come times when a

man may exercise even the higher rigiitgiving up his rights. Yet Paul does not summon us to

give up our rightsLove strikes much deeper. It would have nt seek them at all, ignore

them, eliminate the personal element altogether from our calculations.nbishard to give up

our rights. They are often external. The difficult thisgo give up ourselves. The more difficult

thing still is not to seekhings for ourselves at all. After we have sought them, bought them,



won them, deserved them, we have taken the cream off them for ourselves alré#ttlg. cross

then, perhaps, to give them up. But not to seek them, to leskry man not on his own things,

but on the things of othersid opus estd { $SS1Sa40G GK2dz INBI I GKAy3Ia
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great. The only greatness is unselfish love. Even-agstiial in itself isnothing, is almost a

mistake. Only a great purpose or a mightier love can justifyntaste. It is more difficult, | have

said, not to seek our own at all, thahaving sought it, to give it up. | must take that back. It is

only true of apartly selfish hart. Nothing is a hardship to Love, and nothing is hatuklieve
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way than any other. | believe i$ a happier way than any other. The most obvitesson in

/ K NReachitpis that there is no happiness in having and getting anythingriyin giving. |

repeat, there is no happiness in having or in getting, dnly in giving. And half the world is on

the wrong scent in the pursuit dfappinessThey think it consists in having and getting, and in

being servedby others. It consists in giving, and in serving others. He that woulgréat

among you, said Christ, let him serve. He that would be happy, letdnmmber that there is

but one way it is more blessed, it is more happy,dove than to receive.
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Nothing could be more striking than to find this here. Afe inclined to look upon bad temper

as a veryharmless weakness. We speakit as a mere infirmity of nature, a family failing, a

matter of temperament, not a thing to take into very serious account in estimatinglay Q a
character. And yet here, right in the heart of this analysis of lavi@ds aplace; and the Bible

again and again returns to condemn it as oofethe most destructive elements in human

nature.

The peculiarity of ill temper is that it is the vice of the virtuous. liften the one blot on an

otherwise noble character. You knowemwho are albut perfect, and women who would be

entirely perfect, but for an easilyuffled, quicki SYLISNBRZ 2NJ G2 dzOKe¢ F
compatibility of illtemper with high moral character is one of the strangest and saddest
problems of ethics. Theuth is there are two great classes of sinsins ofthe Body, and sins of

the Disposition. The Prodigal Son may be taken ggea of the first, the Elder Brother of the

second. Now society has no doubhatever as to which of these is the worse. Its ldalls,

without a challenge, upon the Prodigal. But are we right? We have no balance to weeh
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be less venial than those in the lower, and to the ey&limwho is Love, a sin against Love may

seem a hundred times more basido form of vice, not worldliness, not greed of gold, not
drunkenness itselfdoes more to urChristianise society than evil temper. For embittering life,

for breaking up communities, forestroying the most sacred relationship®r devastating

homes, for withering up men and women, for taking the blooff childhood; in short, for

sheer gratuitous miserproducing power, thisinfluence stands alone. Look at the Elder

Brother, moral, hardvorking, patient, dutifult let him get all credit for his virtuaslook at this
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Judge of the effect upon therodigat and how many prodigals are kept out of the Kingdom of



God by theunlovely characters of those who profess to be inside? Analyse, as a istudy
Temper, the thundecloud itself as it gathers upon the ElderNR (i Kr&NXYEat is it made

of? Jealousy, anger, pride, uncharity, cruelsglfrighteousness, touchiness, doggedness,
sullenness these are theingredients of this dark and loveless soul. In varying proportions,

also, these are the ingredients of all temper. Judge if such sins of thiésposition are not

worse to live in, and for others to live with, than sifsthe body. Did Christ indeed not answer

the question Himself when He saiél,L &l & dzyd2 @e2dzz GKIFG GKS LJdzo f
the Kingdom ofl S @Sy o0SF¥2NB &2dzpé ¢KSNBE Aa NHBKetfte y2
this. A man with such a mood could only make Heaven miserable thegleople in it. Except,

therefore, such a man be born again, he cannot, dmaply cannot, entethe Kingdom of

Heaven. For it is perfectly certainand you will not misunderstand methat to enter Heaven

a man must take it wittnim.

You will see then why Temper is significant. It is not in what it is alaurtein what it reveals.

This is why | takéhe liberty now of speaking of with such unusual plainness. It is a test for

love, a symptom, a revelatioof an unloving nature at bottom. It is the intermittent fever which
bespeaksunintermittent disease within; the occasional bubble escaping to dhdacewhich

betrays some rottenness underneath; a sample of the most hidgdeducts of the soul
RNRLIIJISR Ay@2fdzy Gl NAf & gtieSightni®gFofm of a/h8rdrdd hilemisNR T A
and unChristian sins. For a want pétience, a want of kingess, a want of generosity, a want

of courtesy, avant of unselfishness, are all instantaneously symbolised in one flaBbnoper.

Hence it is not enough to deal with the temper. We must go to the sowand, change the

inmost nature, and the angry humosiwill die away othemselves. Souls are made sweet not

by taking the acid fluids out, but lputting something in a great Love, a new Spirit, the Spirit

of Christ.Christ, the Spirit of Christ, interpenetrating ours, sweetens, purifiresisforms all.

This only can eradicate what is wrong, work a chemitainge, renovate and regenerate, and
rehabilitate the inner man. WiHbower does not change men. Time does not change men. Christ
R2Sad ¢ K Sthabrmirtd ¥&in yoj viich was also in Christ Jésus{ 2 YS 2 F dza KI
much time to lose. Remember, once more, that this is a matter of lifdeath. | cannot help
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which believe in me, it were bettdor him tha a millstone were hanged about his neck, and
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Lord Jesus that it is better not to live than not to loves Ibetter not to live than not to love.

Guilelesness and Sincerity may be dismissed almost with a waudelessness is the grace for
suspicious people. And the possession afithe great secret of personal influence. You will

find, if you think for anoment, that the people who influence you areqple who believe in

you. Inan atmosphere of suspicion men shrivel up; but in that atmosphere &éx@and, and

find encouragement and educative fellowship. It is a wonddfurg that here and there in this

hard, uncharitable world there shoukdill beleft a few rare souls who think no evil. This is the
greatdzy 92 NI Rt AySaaod [20S aUKAY|SOK ydde isitie> ¢ A Y
best construction on every action. What a delightful statenofd to live in! What a stimulus

and benedidbn even to meet with it for alay! To be trusted is to be saved. And if we try to



influence or elevatethers, we shall soon see that success is in proportion to their beliediof
belief in them. For the respect of another is the first restoratiorthed selfrespect a man has
lost; our ideal of what he is becomes to him thepe and pattern of what he may become.
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the real translationnothing could be more just. For he who loves will love Truth not less than

men. He will rejoice in the Truthrejoice not in what he has been taught believe; not in this

/ K dzNdbktride or in that; notinthisismorinKF & A&YT o6dzi aAy (GKS ¢ NYz
what is real; he wilktrive to get at facts; he will search for Truth with a humble and unbiased

mind, and cherish whatever he finds at any sacrifice. But tleeeniteral translation of the

Revised Version calls for just such a sacrificéifoitzi KQa al 1S KSNBE® C2NJ gKI
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which probably no one Englistvordt and certainly not Sincerityadequately defines. It

includes, perhaps more strictly, the sedfstraint whichNE FdzaSa G2 YIF1S OF LAGL
faults; the charity which delighty 2 G Ay SELIR &Ay3 GKS 6SI1ySaa 2
0 K Ayt &iacerity of purpose which endeavours to see things as they aresejpites to

find them better than suspicion feared or calumny denounced.

So much for the analysis of Love. Now the business of our lives is taheseethings fitted
into our chara&ters. That is the supreme work to whigle need to address ourselves in this
world, to learn Love. Is life not fudf opportunities for learning Love? Every man and woman
every day has thousand of them. The world is not a pigyound; it is a schoolrau. Lifeis not

a holiday, but an education. And the one eternal lesson for us &lbws better we can love
What makes a man a good cricketer? Practice. Whakes a man a good artist, a good
sculptor, a good musician? Practice. Whaikes a man a good tnist, a good stenographer?
Practice. What makes a mangood man? Practice. Nothing else. There is nothing capricious
aboutreligion. We do not get the soul in different ways, under different lafnan those in
which we get the body and the mind. If a mdoes not exercishis arm he develops no biceps
muscle; and if a man does not exercisedasl, he acquires no muscle in his soul, no strength of
character, no vigouof moral fibre, nor beauty of spiritual growth. Love is not a thing of
enthusiastic emtion. It is a rich, strong, manly, vigorous expressiontt& whole round
Christian charactar the Christlike nature in its fullestevelopment. And the constituents of
this great character are only to lmuilt up by ceaseless practice.

What was Christdoy 3 Ay (GKS OF NLISy i SNDa && eadkhattHall Ol A &
learned obedience, He increased in wisdom and in favour ®ikd and man. Do not quarrel

therefore with your lot in life. Do not complaof its neverceasing cares, its petty envinorent,

the vexations you have tetand, the small and sordid souls you have to live and work with.

Above all,do not resent temptation; do not be perplexed because it seems to thickend

you more and more, and ceases neither for effort nor for agonypmayer. That is the practice

which God appoints you; and it is having werk in making you patient, and humble, and
generous, and unselfish, akihd, and courteous. Do not grudge the hand that is moulding the

still too shapeless image within you. It ggowing more beautiful though you seerbt, and



every touch of temptation may add to its perfection. Therefore kaethe midst of life. Do not

isolate yourself. Be among men, and amdhangs, and among troubles, and difficulties, and
obstacles. You raemberD2 SG KSQa @2NRaY 9a& oAfRSG SAy ¢l f
Characteh Yy RSY {GNBY RSNJ 2Sfid ac¢lfSyid SR&@Eif 21LJa A
fAFSPe ¢t Syl RSdktahlal prayeraddaiti of mebitatio? 6f e@idgR S

the unseen; Character grows in the streamioK S ¢ 2 NI RQa f AFS® ¢KI i OKA
learn love.

How? Now, how? To make it easier, | have named a few of the elemelageofBut these are
only elements. Love itself can never befided. Lightis a something more than the sum of its
ingredients a glowing, dazzlingiremulous ether. And love is something more than all its
elementg a palpitating, quivering, sensitive, living thing. By synthesis of alcdteurs, men
can make whitemss, they cannot make light. By synthesis ofttad virtues, men can make
virtue, they cannot make love. How then are we have this transcendent living whole
conveyed into our souls? We brace autils to secure it. We try to copy those who have it. We
lay down rulesabout it. We watch. We pray. But these things alone will not bring Loveomto
nature. Love is an effect. And only as we fulfil the right condition wanhave the effect
produced. Shall | tell you what the cause is?

If you turn to the Reised Version of the First Epistle of John you Wil Yy R G KSaS 42 NR:
f20Ss 0S0OFdzAaS 1S FANRGE FBDSRAVAGEK G2 5af@wWSse
KFa A0 YR Afdlovet d SIDHzEZA S & SRE W AMA G2 § 26HSSRO | ddazdsed €[
ltistheOl dzaS 2F GKAOK L KI @S &aLJ21 Sy dollaws hddivelza S | S
love, we love Him, we love all men. We cannot helBécause He loved us, we love, we love
everybody. Our heart is slowlshanged. Contemplate thiove of Christ, and you will love.

Stand beforeli KI &G YANNEBNE NBFfSOG / KNRAGQA G&leNI OG SN
image from tenderness to tenderness. There is no other way. You céowveto order. You can

only look at the lovely object, arfdll in love withit, and grow into likeness to it And so look at

this Perfect Character, thRerfect Life. Look at the great Sacrifice as He laid down Himself, all
through life, and upon the Cross of Calvary; and you must love Himlo&imgy Him, you mst

become like Him. Love begets love. It is a procesmadiction. Put a piece of iron in the

presence of a magnetised body, atitht piece of iron for a time becomes magnetised. It is

charged with arattractive force in the mere presence of the origifiatce, and as long agu

leave the two side by side, they are both magnets alike. Remain sige&éywith Him who

loved us, and gave Himself for us, and you too will becancentre of power, a permanently

attractive force; and like Him you wdraw al menunto you, like Him you will bdrawn unto

all men. That is thénevitable effect of Love. Any man who fulfils that cause must have that

effect produced in him. Try to give up the idea that religion comes to ushlayce, or by

mystery, or by capricelt comes to us by natural law, or supernatural law, for all law is

Divine. Edward Irving went to see a dylmgy once, and when he entered the room he just put

his hand on thet dzZF FSNENR&A KSIFIRX YR &4FARX dGaé 028X D2
b2& adl NISR FNRY KAa 0SRX IyR Oloved n®RGo@ldgds (2
YSH¢ LG OKFyYy3aISR GKIF G 02 sodrpovéréd hinSryelie8 himi downj D2 R
and began the creating of a new heartiim. And that is how the love @&od melts down the



unlovely heart in manand begets in him the new creature, who is patient and humble and
gentle andunselfish. And there is no other way to get it. There is no mystery abMieitove
others, we love everybody, we love our enemies, hmseaHe firstoved us.

THE DEFENCE

b2g L KI@S | Oftz2airiy3ad aSyidSyoOS 2 Nouiléve asith2 | RR
supreme possession. It is a very remarkable reason.sindaft S g2 NR A0 A& GKAAY
dzZNBS& t | dzf T & yhs ge§insladain are 6fihi& eavellouk B¢ of the great things

of the day,and exposes them one by one. He runs over the things that men thoughtgoang

to last, and shows that #y are all fleeting, temporary, passiag/ay.

G2 KSGKSNJ GKSNBE 0SS LINPLIKSOASAZ Gfherbayklkhose T Af
days that he should become a prophet. For hundredgeafrs God had never spoken by means

of any prophet, and athat time the prophet was greater than the king. Men waited wistfully

for another messenger to come, and hung upon his lips when he appeared as upon the very
@G2A0S 2F D2R® tlhdA &aleédas a2 KSGKSHRIKIKSBING 065 L
propKk SOASa®d® hyS o0& 2y S KS eeerKillfileS theirfwbrik is fiBhed, G K I
they have nothingmoretodonowink S 62NI R SEOSLIi G2 FSSR | RSO
Then Paul talks about tongues. That was another thing that was greadigtedd &2 KS i K S NJ
GKSNBE 0SS (2y3dzSaz GKSe & KnhahyfcenOres iag passed sinceg S | f
tongues have been known in this world. THeyve ceased. Take it in any sense you like. Take it,

for illustrationmerely, as languages in genaral sensas KA OK gl & y 2 (G Aayd t | dzZf Q
which though it cannot give us the specific lesson will point gkeeral truth. Consider the

words in which these chapters wengrittent Greek. It has gone. Take the Latithe other

great tongue of thosalays. It eased long ago. Look at the Indian language. It is ceasing. The
language of Wales, of Ireland, of the Scottish Highlands is dying beforeyear The most

popular book in the English tongue at the present tiffeE OS LJ0 G(KS . A6t ST Aa
works, his Pickwick Papers. Itleagely written in the language of London strdié; and experts

assure ughat in fifty years it will be unintelligible to the average English reader.

¢CKSY tldzZ 32Sa&8 FFINIKSNE | YR Al ebe&kab@lgdgediNB I G SN
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day knows more than Sir Isaac Newtknew. His knowledge has vanished away. You put

@ SAaU0SNRI & Qa irS. éisikhowled§eNdasivgimiediaiay. You buy the old editions of

the greatencyclopaedias for a few pence. Their knowledge has vanished away. Lodkéow

coach has been superseded by the use of steam. Look how electricisppasseded that, and

swept a hundred almost new inventis into oblivionOne of the greatest living authorities, Sir

William Thomson, said the othé& I € = G ¢-BKBARYSI ¥a LI aaiy3a | gl & dé
knowledge, B K f f @FyAaK Fgledeé |0 SOSNE g20bldK2L) &:
iron, a few wheels, a few levers, a few cranks, broken and eaten nwgh Twenty years ago



that was the pride of the city Men flocked in fratime country to see the great invention; now it

is superseded, its day é#one. And all the boasted science and pholaisy of this day will soon

be old. But yesterday, in the University of Edinburgh, the greatest figutieeifaculty was Sir

James Simpson, the discoverer of chloroform. The otth@y his successor and nephew,
Professor Simpson, was asked by the libraghthe University to go to the library and pick out

the books on his subjet¢hat were no longer needed. And his reply to the librarian was this:

& ¢ I eveBy textbook that is more than ten years old, and put it down in @& € f | NJP& { A NJ W
Simpson was great authority only a few years ago: meame from all parts of the earth to

consult him; and almost the whoteaching of that time is consigned by the science efiay to
oblivion.Andiy S@SNE oONIYyOK 2F A0ASYyOS kseetiraugh@aKS al Y
3t lFaa RINJTe@dE

Can you tell me anything that is going to last? Many things Paul didamatescend to name.

He did not mention money, fortune, fame; but he pickeat the great things of his time, the

things the best men thought hasomething in them, and brushed them peremptorily aside.

Paul had no chargagainst these things in themselves. All he said about them was that they

would not last They were great things, but not supreme things. There wengs beyond

them. What we are stretchepast what we do, beyond what vp@ssess. Many things that men

denounce as sins are not sins; but they sgmporary. And that is a favourite argument of the

New Testament. Johnsags¥ (1 KS g2NI R>X y2&G 0GKFG AG Aa gNRy3
Thereis a great deal in the world that is delightful and beautiful; there gseat deal in it that is

great and engrossing; but it will not last. Akt is in the world, the lust of the eye, the lust of

the flesh, and thepride of life, are but for attle while. Love not the world thereforeNothing

that it contains is worth the life and consecration of an immos@alil. The immortal soul must

give itself to something that is immortal. AtdK S 2y f & AYY2NIIlf GKAy3& ||
faith, hope,love, buttheA NB I 1 SaG 2F (KS&aS Aa f20Sd¢

Some think the time may come when two of these three things will also @aagt faith into
sight, hope into fruition. Paul does not say so. We ki little now about the conditions of
the life that is to comeBut what iscertain is that Love must last. God, the Eternal God, is Love.
Covettherefore that everlasting gift, that one thing which it is certain is gdingtand, that one
coinage which will be current in the Universe whentladl other coinages oflhthe nations of

the world shall be useless anghhonoured. You will give yourselves to many things, give
yourselves firsto Love. Hold things in their proportion. Hold things in their proportibet at
least the first great object of our lives be tohaeve the charactedefended in these words, the
charactert and it is the character d@hrist which is built around Love.

| have said this thing is eternal. Did you ever notice how continually dséociates love and
faith with eternal life? | was not td when I was aboy K i aD2R a2 f20SR (K¢
gave His only begotten Son, thatK 2 82 SGSNJ 60 St ASOSGUK Ay | AY &aK?2
What | was told, temember, was, that God so loved the world that, if | trusted in Him, Itwvas
have a thng called peace, or | was to have rest, or | was to havejdywas to have safety. But
| had to find out for myself that whosoevausteth in Hint that is, whosoever loveth Him, for
trust is only the avenué Lova hath everlasting life The Gospel affea man life. Never offer



men a thimbleful of Gospel. Do not offer them merely joy, or merely peacenenely rest, or

merely safety; tell them how Christ came to give men a naiyendant life than they have, a

life abundant in love, and therefor@abundait in salvation for themselves, and large in
enterprise for thealleviation and redemption of the world. Then only can the Gospel take hold

of the whole of a man, body, soul, and spirit, and give to each part ofatise its exercise and

reward. Many ofthe current Gospels are addressgdy’ t @ (G2 | LI NI 2F YI yQa
peace, not life; faith, not Lovagustification, not regeneration. And men slip back again from

such religiorbecause it has never really held them. Their nature was not all ihatfered no

deeper and gladder lifeurrent than the life that was livetlefore. Surely it stands to reason

that only a fuller love can compete withe love of the world.

To love abundantly is to live abundantly, and to love for ever is tdfdivever. Hence, eternal

life is inextricably bound up with love We want lige for ever for the same reason that we

want to live tomorrow. Why do yowant to live tomorrow? It is because there is some one

who loves you, anevhom you want to see tomorrow, anide with, and love back. There is no

other reason why we should live on than that we love and are beloved. It is wihganahas no

one to love him that he commits suicide. So long as hefhesds, those who love him and

whom he loves, he will live; becaiso liveis to love. Be it but the love of a dog, it will keep him

inlife; butletd K ¢ 32 FTyR KS KIFa y2 02yial Ol UATEE tRIFS
failed. Eternal life also is to know God, and God is love. ThiKidNJA a ( Q &tior2 BoyderR.S T A y A
GCKAA A& fAFS SkindvNyeke theonlyitkué God, @Mt Sesus THrig whiom Thou
KIald asSwyiustdé etdrnaldtSs what God is. On the last analysis, then, Idife.iove

never faileth, and life never faileth, sorlg as there is lovel'hat is the philosophy of what Paul

is showing us; the reason why in tmature of things Love should be the supreme thing
because it is going tiast; because in the nature of things it is an Eternal Life. That Lifiniisca

that we are living now, not that we get when we die; that we sheale a poor chance of

getting when we die unless we are living now. No wdedge can befall a man in this world than

to live and grow old aloneynloving, and unloved. To be lost is to live in wregenerate
condition, loveless and unloved; and to be saved is to love; and he that dwelletbvn

dwelleth already in God. For God is love.

Now | have all but finished. How many of you will join me in readingctiapter once a week
for the next three months? A man did that once anccitanged his whole life. Will you do it? It
is for the greatest thing in thevorld. You might begin by reading it every day, especially the
verseswhic RSa ONA 6 S (G KS LISNFSOG OKI NI QOdvéehpth aof; 2 &
f20S GlFdzyGSGK y20G AdaSt T ThenSierythifg$hatSoudy'id N
eternal. It is worth doing. It is wortbiving time to. No man can become a saint in his sleep; and
to fulfil the condition required demanda certain amount of prayer and meditation aticthe,

just as improvement in any direction, bodily or mental, requipesparation and care. Address
yourselves to that one thing; at any cost hahes transcendent character exchanged for yours.
You will fid as you lookack upon your life that the moments that stand out, the moments
when youhave really lived, are the moments when you have done things in a splavef As
memory scans the past, above and beyond all the transifeasures of life, therdeap
forward those supreme hours when you have bemmabled to do unnoticed kindnesses to
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those round about you, things tamifling to speak about, but which you feel have entered into

your eternallife. | have seen almost all the beautiful things God Imaade; | havesnjoyed

almost every pleasure that He has planned for man; and yet as Ibadk | see standing out

above all the life that has gone four or five shexperiences when the love of God reflected

itself in some poor imitationsome small acof love of mine, and these seem to be the things
whichalone2 ¥ | ff 2ySQa tATFTS F0ARS® 9 Edénkoth&gopdd St a4 S
is visionary. But the acts of love which no man knasut, or can ever know aboutthey

never fail.

In the Book of Matthew, where the Judgment Day is depicted for us inirtiegery of One
seated upon a throne and dividing the sheep from the gotis, test of a man then is not,
Gl 26 KIF@S L 0Sft ASIERKEK 0 diK S | (RPa st aDFslighhds S A I A 2 v .
not religiousness, but Love. | say the final test of religion at that greati<agt religiousness,
but Love; not what | have done, not what | hawdieved, not what | have achieved, but how |
have discharged the commarharities oflife. Sins of commission in that awful indictment are
not evenreferred to. By what we have not done, by sins of omission, we are judgeduld

not be otherwise. For the withholding of love is the negatiortha spirit of Christ, the proof
that we newer knew Him, that for us He lived vain. It means that He suggested nothing in all
our thoughts, that Hanspired nothing in all our lives, that we were not once near enough to
Himto be seized with the spell of His compassion for the world. It méaats

L fAQOSR FT2N) YeaSt¥Fzr L (GK2dzaKd F2N) yeasStTs
For myself, and none beside

Just as if Jesus had never lived,

la AT IS KIR yYySOSNJI RASR®E

It is the Son of Man before whom the nations of the world shall be gathdteis. in the

presence of Humanity thawve shall be charged. And thepectacle itself, the mere sight of it,

will silently judge each one. Thosgell be there whom we have met and helped: or there, the

unpitied multitudewhom we neglected or despised. No other Witness need be summoned. No

other charge than lovelessness shall be preferred. Be not deceived. The whbrcls all of us

shall one Day hear, sound not of theology but of life, obtchurches and saints but of the

hungry and the poor, not of creeds addctrines but of shelter and clothg, not of Bibles and
prayerbooks but ofcups of cold water in the name of Christ. Thank God the Christianity of

RFe Aa O2YAyYy3a ySINBN 0KS g2 NI Redknovd&8tedyd A 3S
hairsbreadth, what religion is, what God idfheChrist is, where Christ is. Who is Christ? He who

fed the hungry, clothedhe naked, visited the sick. And where is Christ? WhemngRoso shall

receivel fAGGES OKAfR Ay aé ylIYS NBOSAQBwKisaSd |
born of God.



THE PROGRAMME OF CHRISTIANITY
To Preach Good Tidings unto the Meek:
To Bind up the Brokehearted:

To proclaim Liberty to the Captives and the Opening of the Prison to Them
that are Bouml:

To Proclaim the Acceptable Year of the Lord, and the Day of Vengeance of our
God:

To Comfort all that Mourn:

To Appoint unto them that Mourn in Zion:
To Give unto them

Beauty for Ashes,

The QOil of Joy for Mourning,

The Garment of Praise for tI&pirit of Heaviness.

THE PROGRAMME OF CHRISTIANITY
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people would ask so very real a question. Unfodtely, mostof us are not even boys in

religious intelligence, but only very unthinkiredpildren. It no more occurs to us that God is

engaged in any particular work the world than it occurs to a little child that its father does
anythingexcept be itsfather. Its father may be a Cabinet Minister absorbed inyhé (G A 2 y Q&
G2N]l Z 2N Iy AYy@Sydi2NJ RSSLI Ay this hstrédviat heFig NJ (0 K S
father, and nothing more. Childhood, whether in tphysical or moral world, is the great self

centred period of life; and personal God who satisfies personal ends is all that for a long time

many aChristian understands.

But as clearly as there comes to the growing child a knowledge ®flitdi K SN & LI NI Ay
and a sense of what realdifmeans, there mustome to every Christian whose growth is true

some richer sense of th¥ S yAy 3 2F [ KNRAGAFYyAdGe +FyYyR | I N
mankind.¢ 2 YA a4 GKAA Aad (G2 YAaa GKS ¢gK2NeStoa L) SyF



losingthe sense of a personal Christ, the worst evil that bafall a Christian is to have no

sense of anything else. To grow upcomplacent belief that God has no business in this great
groaning world ofhuman beings except to attend to a few saved soulhésnegation of all

NBf AIA2yd ¢KS FANRBRG INBI G S LG ofits/dawn, ig whedA & G A |
there breaks into his mind some sense ti@itrist has a purpose for mankind, a purpose beyond

him and his needs, beyonithe churches ad their creeds, beyond Heaven and its sainés

purpose whichembraces every man and woman born, every kindred and nation formed, which
regards not their spiritual good alone but their welfare in every p#reir progress, their

health, their work, their vages, their happiness this present world.

What, then, does Christ do all day? By what further conception shalhuwgenent the selfish
view of why Christ lived and died?

| shall mislead no one, | hope, if | sayor | wish to put the social sidef Chistianity in its

strongest light that Christ did not come into thevorld to give men religion. He never
mentioned the word religion. Religiomas in the world before Christ came, and it livesify in

a million soulsvho have never heard His name. Whatd3ipes all day is not to sit waiting

churches for people to come and worship Him. It is true that Godadkunches and in all kinds

of churches, and is found by many in churches momnediately than anywhere else. It is also

true that while Christ @l not give men religion He gave a new direction to the religious
aspirationd dzZNBE G0 Ay 3 F2NIK GKSY YR y2¢6 | yR wadHisl 8& FN
purpose to enlist these aspirations on behalf of some defipitactical good. The religious

people of those days did nothing with theieligion except attend to its observances. Even the

priest, after he hadeen to the temple, thought his work was done; when he met the wounded

man he passed by on the other side. Christ reversed alt thigd to reverseit, for He is only

now beginning to succeed. The tendency of the religioihall time has been to care more for

religion than for humanity; Chrigtared more for humanity than for religionrather His care for

humanity wasthe chief expression ofibireligion. He was not indifferent to observancbst

the practices of the people bulked in His thoughts before the practiéebie Church. It has

been pointed out as a blemish on the immortal allegofyBunyan that the Pilgrim never did

anything, anylhing but save his soul’he remark is scarcely fair, for the allegory is designedly

the story of asoul in a single relation; and besides, he did do a little. But the wamangwell

0S 6SAIKSRD® ¢KS tAfINRAYQa 2V By nihk dazBapE HK A & 4 ;
took little part in the world through which hpassed. He was a Pilgrim travelling through it; his
businesswasto gat KN2 dza K al FSod 2 KIF G§SOSNJ GKAA AaoE Al A
Christianity was heavens removed frolmt of a man setting out from th€ity of Destruction

to save his soul. It was rather that of a man dwellamgidst the Destructions of the City and
planning escapes for the souls otherst escapes not to the other world, but to purity and
peace andrighte2 dzay Saa Ay GKA&a® Ly NBIftAGE [/ ENRAGD
YAAUGNIyattrdAz2y ¢gKAOK al&a GKI G dishoKbecauseé the al A R
first is nothing, but only because it is so very gradhing that only the second can acuplish

it. But the new wordaltruisnt 0 KS GNI yatF dA2y 27F aqirdssbwlyi K& y S
FAYRAY3I Ada gl & Ayd2 OdzNNByl /[KNA&Z IRKlYY allsS OK
Progress, is daily becoming a graver concern to @teurch. A popular theology with
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unselfishness as part at least of its roattheology which appeals no longer to fear, but to the
generous heart inman, has already dawned, and more clearly than ever men are beginning to
seewhat Christ really came into this wdrto do.

What Christ came here for was to make a better world. The world in whicliveeis an
unfinished world. It is not wise, it is not happy, it is mutre, it is not good it is not even
sanitary. Humanity is little more tharaw material. AlImost eerything has yet to be done to it.
Before the days oGeology people thought the earth was finished. It is by no means finished.
The work of Creation is going on. Before the spectroscope, men thoughtirtbverse was
finished. We know now it is just begimg. And this teemingniverse of men in which we live
has almost all its finer colour and beawt to take. Christ came to complete it. The fires of its
passions were noget cool; their heat had to be transformed into finer energies. The ideals
its future were all to shape, the forces to realize them were notogeh. The poison of its sins
had met no antidote, the gloom of its doubt fight, the weight of its sorrow no rest. These the
Saviour of the world, théight of men, would do and be. Thisughly, was His scheme.

Now this was a prodigious tasko recreate the world. How was it to be don&”2 RQa ¢l & 2 -
making worlds is to make them make themselves. When He madedttd He made a rough

ball of matter and supplied it with a multitude ¢dols to mould it into form the rain-drop to

carve it, the glacier to smootft, the river to nourish it, the flower to adorn it. God works

always withagents, and this is our way when we want any great thing done, and this was

/| KNRAaGQa o & kikeylishingSof Hinmyidrisy Nde da#l a vastractable mass of

matter to deal with, and He required a multitude 0f2 2 f & ® / KNA adQa (22fta o
first business in the world was tmake a collection of men. In other words He founded a

Society.

THE FOUNDING OF THE SOCIETY

IT is a somewhat startling thoughit will not be misunderstood that Christprobably did not

save many people while He was here. Many an evangelishaindirection, has done much

more. He never intended to finish the worlihglehanded, but announced from the first that

others would not only takeJ; NIi = o6dzi R2 GaINBIGSNI GKAy3Iaég GK
attention Hewas able to give to individuals, thisas/ not the whole aim He had in vieWis

immediate work was to enlist men in His enterprise, to rally them intgreat company or

Society for the carrying out of His plans.

The name by which this Society was known was The Kingdom of God. Christ dadh this
name; it was an old expression, and good men had always hapédrayed that some such
Society would be born in their midst. But it wasver either defined or set agoing in earnest
until Christ made itsealization the passion of His life.



How keenly He felt regarding His task, how enthusiastically He set aboaumdty page of His

life bears witness. All reformers have one or two greards which they use incessantly, and

by mere reiteration imbed indelibly ithe thought and history of theiit A YS® / KNA a i Qa 3
was the Kingdonof God. Of all the words of His that have come down to us this is by far the
commonest. One hundred times it occurs in the Gospels. When He preachbddHalmost

always this for a text. His sermons were explamradi of the aim®f His Society, of the different

things it was like, of whom its membershgpnsisted, what they were to do or to be, or not do

or not be. And even whehle does not actually use the word, it is easy to see that all He said

and did had refeence to this. Philosophers talk about thinking in categarigbe mind living,

as it were, in a particular room with its own spedainiture, pictures, and viewpoints, these

giving a consistent direction armblour to all that is there thought or express. It was in the
category ofi KS YAY3IR2Y GKFG / KNAAGQA (K2dzAKG Y2 ISR
alr @S GKS f2aix 2N G Fy2id§KSNI G Wl $hesé @eredk OS Y S
included among the objects of His Society.

No one carever know what Christianity is till he has grasped this leatlingght in the mind of

Christ. Peter and Paul have many wonderful aedessary things to tell us about what Christ

was and did; butwe are 22 1Ay 3 y26 |G ¢6KIFG / KNhigkihRésazoy G
mere modern theory. These are His own lans taken from His own lips. Do naitow any

isolated text, even though it seem to sum up for you the Chridifanto keep you from trying

G2 dzy RSNREGFYR / KNA &l ke pl BRSO YOS 2a | KMNK2(I SH
everything, but without iteverything will be distorted and untrue. There is much good in a

verse, butoften much evil. To see some small soul pirouetting throughout life smgle text,

and judging all the world betise it cannot find a partner, it a Christian sight. Christianity

does not grudge such soulsthé¥2 Y¥F2 NI @ 2 KF G Ad 3INMzZRISaA Aa (KL
uninhabitable tothoughtful minds. Be sure that whenever the religion of Christ appsaral|

or forbidding, or narrow, or inhuman, you are dealing not with thvdiole T which is a

matchless moral symmetry nor even with an arch atolumrt for every detail is perfect but

with some cold stone removed from ifdace and suggesting nothing of the gburs structure

from which it came.

Tens of thousands of persons who are familiar with religious truths haveesiated yet that

Christ ever founded a Society at all. The reason is piduditypeople have read texts instead of
reading their Bible, partlyhiat theyhave studied Theology instead of studying Christianity, and
partly becauseof the noiselessness and invisibility of the Kingdom of God itself. Nothieg
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therefore, comes to the Christian withll the force of a revelation. The sense of belonging to

such a Societyransforms life. It is the difference between being a solitary knigtibg single

handed, and often defeated, at whatever enemy one clemntoY SSG 2y 2y SQa f Al
life, and the feel of belonging to a mighgrmy marching throughout all time to a certain
victory. This note ofiniversality given to even the humblest work we do, this sense of comrade
ship, this link with history, tlsi thought of a definite campaign, thisomise of success, is the
possession of every obscurest unit in the Kingdursod.



THE PROGRAMME OF THE SOCIETY

| ' b5w95{ 27F &SI NdetywsS bmnbdSits Préghifn@dinadibadaied to the
world. I cannot think of any scene in history more dram#ian when Jesus entered the church

in Nazareth and read it to the peoplsot that when He appropriated to Himself that venerable
fragment flom IsaiahHe was uttering a manifesto or announcing His formal Programme. Christ
neverdid things formally. We think of the words, as He probably thought of thewhjn their
old-world historical significance, nor as a full expressioHlisffuture aimsbut as a summary of
great moral facts now and always to kealized in the world since he appeared.

Remember as you read the words to what grim reality they refer. Recall witaNJ& & G Qa LINE 6
really was, what His Society was founded for. Fntggramme dals with a real world. Think of

it as you read not of the surfaceworld, but of the world as it is, as it sins and weeps, and
cursesand suffers and sends up its long cry to God. Limit it if you like tevtréd around your

door, but think of it of the city and the hospital anthe dungeon and the graveyard, of the
sweatingshop and the pawsshop andthe drinkshop; think of the cold, the cruelty, the fever,

the famine, theugliness, the loneliness, the pain. And then try to keep down the lunyoum

throat as you take up His Programme and read

TO BIND UP THE BROKIBERARTED:

TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES:

TO COMFORT ALL THAT MOURN:

TO GIVE UNTO THEM

BEAUTY FOR ASHES,

THE OIL OF JOY FOR MOURNING,

THE GARMENT OF PRAISE FOR THE SPIRITNESSEAV

What an exchange Beauty for Ashes, Joy for Mourning, Liberty for ChainsyNoNJ3Sf a (K S
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened chY¢ & 1S NBFRT 2
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congregation, only one maim the world today could hear these accents with dismaype

man, theculprit, who has said hard words of Christ.
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understand a man as heeads these words being stricken speechless; ome see the soul
within himrise to a white heat as each fresh benediction falls upon his ear andhdnyea half
mad enthusiast, to bear them to the world. But in what schbat he learned of Christ who
offers the Saviour of the world his respect?
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no large human interests to commend it to this greatial age. | ask you to note that there is

not one burning interest of th&éuman race which is not represente@ie. What are the great

words ofChristianity according to this Programme? Take as specimens these:

LIBERTY,
COMFORT,
BEAUTY,
JOY.

These are among the greatest words of life. Give them their due extentiersignificance
which Christ undoubtedly saim them and which Christianityndoubtedly yields, and there is
almost no great want or interest of mankinehich they do not cover.

These are not only the greatest words of life but they are the best. Hilngramme, to those

who have misread Christidwj is a series of surprise®@bserve the most prominent note in it. It

is gladness. Its firstword 83 22 RRAy 3azx¢ Ala frFrad Aa aGaa22edé ¢
theret but there as the diseases which Christianity comes to cure. Nthites acupied with

such an enterprise could be other than radiant. Tduatribution of Christianity to the joy of

living, perhaps even more to they of thinking, is unspeakable. The joyful life is the life of the
largermission, the disinterested life, thedifof the overflow from self, thé Y2 NB | 6 dzy Rl y (i
which comes from following Christ. And the joytlohking is the larger thinking, the thinking of

the man who holds in hisand some Programme for Humanity. The Christian is the only man

who has anyProgramme at al any Programme either for the world or for himself. Goethe,

Byron, Carlyle taught Humanity much, but they had no Programme for&tNB2 y Q& G KA Y 1 Ay
AdzZFFSNAY AT /I NI AA&E S @dlts.RBedbelefinNbe univerdeasirdl Athey A G & |
interpretation of historyas progress, the faith in good as eternal, in evil asc@isuming, in

humanity as evolvingthese Christian ideas have transformed the maladyhofught into a

bounding hope. It was no sentiment but a conviction matuaenid calamity and submitted to

the tests of life that inspired the greatodern poet of optimism to proclaim:

7 A
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| think this is the authentic sign and seal

Of Godship, that it ever waxes glad,



And more gladuntil gladness blossoms, bursts
Into a rage to suffer for mankind
' YR NBO2YYSYyOS i a2NNRgODE
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fearless recognition of the commonplace woes of ld&ad its deliberate offerings to minor

needs, that the claims of Christianity be a religion for Humanity stand. Look, for instance, at

the closingsentence of this Programme. Who would have expected to find amongpkeial
202S00a 27 [/ KNpiat dftHeavidess? Suprenieezes Smaiykasd vdried, had

been already dealt with on this Programme; mapplicants had been met; the list is about to

close. Suddenly the writeremembers the nameless malady of the podhat mysterious

disease which theich share but cannot alleviate, which is too subtle for doctors,itmurable

for Parliaments, too unpicturesque for philanthropy, too commewven for sympathy. Can

Christ meet that?
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be the Physician of Humanity. But it can. It has $keret, a hundred secrets, for the lifting of

0KS ¢g2NI RQa immhaiatefydembovie thO©physigl@gital causes of dulmesisough

obedience toits principles can do amfinity to prevent them, and its inspirations calo even

more to lift the mind above them. But where the causes are moramental or social the
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Heaviness haunts. ¥dhink of a certairold woman. But you know for a fact that you can cure

her. You did sqperfectly, only a week ago. A mere visit, and a little present, or thewitfibut

any present, set her up for seven long days, and seven long nighés.machiney of the

Kingdom is very simple and very silent, and the nsdsit parts do most, and we all believe so

little in the medicines ofChrist that we do not know what ripples of healing are set in motion

when we simply smile on one another. Christianity wamothing so much in the worlds

sunny people, and the old are hungrier for love than for bread, andxihef Joy is very cheap,

and if you can help the poor on with a GarmentRrfaise, it will be better for them than

blankets.

Or perhaps you know samone else who is dullnot an old woman this time, bua very rich
and important man. But you also know perfectly what makes dut. It is either his riches or
his importance. Christianity can cuegher of these though you may not be the person to apply
the cura at asingle hearing. Or here is a third case, one of your own servants. taseaof
monotony. Prescribe more variety, leisure, recreaticanything torelieve the wearing strain. A
fourth casa your most honoured guestonditiort leisure, healh, accomplishments, means;
Disease Spiritual Obesity; Treatmernt talent to be put out to usury. And so on down the
wholeN} y3S 2F fAFSQa RS2SOGA2Y YR Syydzao



Perhaps you tell me this is not Christianity at all; that everybody coulthab The curious

thing is that everybody does not. Goadll to men cameinto the world with Christ, and
wherever that is found, in Christian beathen land, there Christ is, and there His Spirit works.
Andifyousayi KI & GKS OKAST SyR 27F |/ fnedsd agkee;yivisi @ A a
never meant to be; but the strange fact is that, without making itchgef end, it wholly and
infallibly, and quite universally, leads to Hence the note of Joy, though not the highest on

/ KNR &G Qa t NaRdhNd riMgigSate, &nd nohe who serve in His Society can be long
without its music. Time was when a Christian used to apologize for being happtheBday

has always been when he ought to apologize for being miserable.

Christianity, you will observe, really work&nd it succeeds not onlyecause it is divine, but

because it is so very hummarbecause it icommonsense. Why should the Garment of Praise

destroy the Spirit ofHeaviness? Because an old woman cannot sing and cry at the same
moment. TheSociety of Chrisis a sane Society. Its methods are rational. The prinaiptae
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man would say, with points. It switchesuls from valley lines to mountain lines, not stemmi

the currents of lifed dziT RA@GSNIAyYy 3 GKSYO® Ly (KSdifelerdK YI yQ
but it is again principle, not necromancy. His spirithafaviness is caused, like any other

KSI @AySaaz o0& ( Kake abdy M@ dathim youdakeNalvay tha dtydction. But

if Christianitycan do anything it can take away the earth. By the wider extensidmoggzon

which it gives, by the new standard of values, by the mere se@tiffy f A FSQa avl f ¢ l
interests and admirations in thikght of the Eternal, it dissipates the world with a breath. All

that tends to abolistworldliness tends to abolish unrest, and hence, in the rush of modern life,

one farreaching good of all even commonplace Christian preachin@haistian literatureall

which holds the world doggedly to the idea oGad and a future life, and reminds mankind of

Infinity and Eternity.

Side by side with these influences, yet taking the world at a wrdffgrent angle, works
another great Christian force. How manyppmnents ofreligion are aware that one of the
ALISOATFAO 20 2S00 Bealty? The Khddyeiiol \@lgarity &y&istSOhrdstiarfityais an
old one. If itmeans that Christianity deals with the ruder elements in human nature tities

and that isits glory. But if it means that it has no respect for fiveer qualities, the charge is
baseless. For Christianity not orédpcourages whatsoever things are lovely, but wars against
that whole theoryof life which would exclude them. It prescribes aestbisin. It proscribes
asceticism. And for those who preach to Christians that in these enlightdagsl they must
raise the masses by giving them noble sculptures laalitiful paintings and music and public
parks, the answer is that thedhings are all akady being given, and given daily, and with an
increasingsense of their importance, by the Society of Christ. Take away fromvdhnkel the
beautiful things which have not come from Christ and you will miakmorer scarcely at all.
Take away from modergities the paintings, theanonuments, the music for the people, the
museums and the parks which are rtbe gifts of Christian men and Christian municipalities,
and in ninety casesut of a hundred you will leave them unbereft of so much as a-slebed
lamp-post



It is impossible to doubt that the Decorator of the World shall not contitauserve to His later
children, and in ever finer forms, the inspirationshsautiful things. More fearlessly than he
has ever done, the Christian mfodern life will e the noble spiritual leverages of Art. That this
world, 1 KS LJS2LJ SQa ¢2NIRX A& I o0f Sl {withysRButdg@t & 4 2
esteem too little the mission of beautiful things aunting the mind with higher thoughts and
begettingthe mood which leads t&od. Physical beauty makes moral beauty. Loveliness does
more than destroyugliness; it destroys matter. A mere touch of it in a room, in a streetn

on a door knocker, is a spiritual force. Ask the workihlg Yy’ Q & and $h& 8l ®ll you there is

a moral effect even in a clean tabdoth. If a barrelorgan in a slum can but drown a curse, let
no Christian silencié. The mere light and colour of the waltivertisements are a gift of Gad
GKS LIR2N YIyQa a2YONB 42NI Ro®

One Chistmastime a poor drunkard told me that he had gone out the nigktore to take his

usual chance of the temptations of the street. Closéit® door, at a shop window, an angel

so he said arrested him. It was a largéhristmascard, a glorious white thmpwith tinsel wings,

and as itglittered in the gadight it flashed into his soul a sudden thoughtHéaven. It recalled

the earlier heaven of his infancy, and he thought of misther in the distant glen, and how it

would please her if she got thdhrstmas angel from her prodigal. With money already pledged

to the devilhe bought the angel, and with it a new soul and future for himself. Thatavasl

angel. For that day as | saw its tinsel pinions shine in his sgpN&®2 Y L 1y S¢ &KI {
angelswere. They are all beautiful things, whidhily in common homes are bearing up heavy

souls to God.

But do not misunderstand me. This angel was made of pasteboard: a pasteaogetl can
never save a soul. Tinsel reflects the sun, but warms nothingP@gramme must go deeper.
Beauty may arrest the drunkard, but it cannot cimien.

It is here that Christianity asserts itself with a supreme individualitys lere that it parts

company with Civilization, with Politics, with aécular schemes of SatiReform. In its

diagnosis of human nature it findkat which most other systems ignore; which, if they see,

they cannot curewhich, left undestroyed, makes every reform futile, and every inspiration

vain. That thing is Sin. Christianity, of all othailgnthropiesNBE O2 Iy Al Sa GKIF G Y y ¢
need is Liberty liberty to stop sinning; tdeave the prison of his passions, and shake off the

fetters of his past. Teurround Captives with statues and pictures, to offer Thbat-are-

Bound ahigher wage o a cleaner street or a few more cubic feet of air per headgoiemn

trifling. It is a cleaner soul they want; a purer air, or any aalktfor their higher selves.

And where the cleaner soul is to come from apart from Christ | cannotdtell.e  iigal LJ2
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power to set the heart right, to renethe springs of action, comes from Christ. The sense of the

infinite worth of the single soul, and the recoverablesseof man at his worst, are the gift$

Christ. The freedom from guilt, the forgiveness of sins, come frolaNA a G Qa / NraaT
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improved environment; we holdhe religion of Christ to be a social religion; we magnify and






